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REVIEW OF POLLING DISTRICTS AND POLLING PLACES  
 

FOLLOW – UP PROPOSALS FROM RETURNING OFFICER 
 

LISTED BY BOROUGH WARD 

 

1 BA – Binfield with Warfield 

Officers investigated potential options to address the issues raised in the previous 
report.   

A visit to St Marks Church found that although the building itself would be an ideal 
polling station, the limited onsite parking facilities would require the vast majority of  
electors attending by car to park at Popes Meadow car park and then walk along St 
Marks Road before crossing to the Church.  The footpath was narrow and poorly lit 
resulting in Officers discounting the Church as a venue. 

Officers met with representatives of Newbold College and were shown various rooms 
that could be used as a polling station.  The representative from the College 
emphasised that they were keen to be an active part of the local community, and that 
its location was well known to local residents.  

Officers assessed the rooms visited and felt that Salisbury Hall, which could 
accommodate up to 400 seats, was an ideal location, with capacity for more than one 
polling station. The site offers easy access for pedestrians from St Marks Road and 
ample free car parking. 

The Returning Officer also proposes the division of the existing ‘BA’ polling district to 
create a new polling district titled ‘BI’ comprising the southern part of the current ‘BA’ 
polling district, namely the temple park area, London Road to Murrell Hill Lane up to 
Foxley Lane and across to the Roebuck pub across to the Binfield Road roundabout. 
This proposal is shown in Annexe B, Fig.1. 

The partition would result in the new polling district having 1,941 electors (using the 
current register) with further capacity to absorb new electors moving onto the Blue 
Mountain development as properties are occupied. 

At the previous meeting Members supported the establishment of three polling 
stations at Farley Wood Community Centre to accommodate electors from BB and 
the proposed BI and BAC polling districts. However, during their investigations 
Officers determined that the facilities available at Newbold College and the flexibility 
of the site to absorb further elector growth meant that it would be better to establish a 
new polling station on this site for electors in the proposed  BI polling district. 

The revised ‘BA’ polling district would therefore contain 2,707 electors (using the 
current electorate). 

For the Amen Corner development it is recommended to create a new polling district 
(suggested code ‘BAC’ – Binfield Amen Corner) and that the polling station for that 
area is designated as Farley Wood Community Centre.  The polling district would be 
accommodated in the Main Hall at the building with the voters for the BB polling 
district continuing to attend in the meeting room as they currently do. 

With regards to the WM polling district Cllr Leake advised that the proposal to use 
Jocks Lane Pavilion as a polling station for the Woodhurst Park development had 
been discussed following the first meeting of the steering group and was not 
favoured by Binfield Councillors.  



In light of this information, it is proposed that no changes are made to the current 
arrangements for the ‘WM’ polling district and that all the voters concerned continue 
to vote at Brownlow Memorial Hall. 

The proposed changes to the polling districts can be seen in Annexe B and would 
result in the following allocation of polling stations:  

Polling 
District 

Polling 
Station 
Electors 

Polling Place 
Number of 

Polling Stations 

BA 2,251 
Binfield Memorial Hall, Terrace Road 
South, Binfield, Bracknell RG42 4DJ 

2 - Existing 

BI 1,566 
Newbold College, St Marks Road, 
Binfield, Popeswood, RG42 4AN 

1 – New Station 

BAC N/A 
Farley Wood Centre, Turnpike Road, 

Binfield, Bracknell  RG42 1FW 
1 – New Station 

BB 1,370 
Farley Wood Centre, Turnpike Road, 

Binfield, Bracknell  RG42 1FW 
1 - Existing 

WM 708 
Brownlow Memorial Hall, 7 County 

Lane, Warfield, RG42 6AB 
1 - Existing 

 

1.1 Returning Officer’s Recommendations: 
 

1) Separate the southern area of the ‘BA’ polling district into a new polling district to 
be called ‘BI’. 

2) Separate the Amen Corner development from the ‘BA’ polling district and creating 
a new polling district to be called ‘BAC’. 

3) No changes to be made to either polling districts ‘BB’ or ‘WM’, retaining existing 
polling arrangements. 

4) That Newbold College is designated as the polling station for the ‘BI’ new polling 
district. 

5) That Farley Wood Community Centre is designated as the polling station for 
polling district ‘BAC’. 

6) That Binfield Memorial Hall remains the polling station for the revised ‘BA’ polling 
district. 

7) That Farley Wood Community centre remains the polling station for the 
unchanged ‘BB’ polling district.  

2 ‘SO’ – College Town 

In an effort to reduce reliance on College Town Infants School, Officers visited 
Sandhurst Secondary school to investigate the suitability of either the main sports 
hall or ‘The Spot’ for use as a polling station. 

At the previous meeting of the steering group Members had raised the need to 
consider the safeguarding implications of using the school as a polling station. 
Officers investigated and, the school bursar has confirmed that electors accessing 
the main sports hall would not need to cross onto school property itself. 

Conversations held with the secondary school raised the point that the main sports 
hall is used for exams which do regularly occur each May. However, the exact 
timetable is not released until late December each year. 



The longer term status of ‘The Spot’ remains ambiguous so Officers are not able to 
make any recommendations about this site as part of this review. 

2.1 Returning Officer’s Recommendations: 

1) Designating the main sports hall at Sandhurst Secondary School as the default 
polling station for electors in polling district ‘SO’. 
 

2) However, should a scheduled exam clash with a polling day the existing 
arrangements at College Town Infants School would be reinstated. 

3 WG & WQ - Warfield Harvest Ride 

In the previous report Officers highlighted concerns around elector capacity at 
Whitegrove Community Centre and it was agreed by Members that Officers should 
investigate Westmorland Park Pavilion. 

Officers visited the Pavilion and established that it has good car park facilities, with 
the building providing easy access.  It had good facilities for staff and could 
accommodate two polling stations. 

Officers recommend revising polling district ‘WG’ by moving the roads in the areas 
commonly referred to as the “county road name estate” and ‘Shakespearian estate’ 
into a new polling district ‘WE’ – Warfield East. 

Using the current register, this would result in the reduced WG polling district having 
1,996 electors and the new ‘WE’ polling district 2,485. 

The voters for the revised ‘WG’ polling district would continue to vote at Warfield 
Community Centre, alongside the ‘WQ’ electors. The ‘WG’ voters would vote in at a 
single polling station in the Main Hall with the ‘WQ’ voters continuing to attend at The 
Garden Room in the building. 

For the proposed ‘WE’ polling district it is recommended that Westmorland Pavilion is 
designated as the polling station, with two polling stations to be deployed. 

3.1 Returning Officer’s Recommendations: 

1) Create a new polling district named ‘WE’ by splitting the existing ‘WG’ polling 
district into two areas. Fig. 2 in Annexe B shows the newly proposed areas. 

2) To serve electors in the new ‘WE’ polling district the Retuning Officer further 
recommends the designation of Westmoreland Pavilion as the polling station. 

3) Voters in the revised ‘WG’ polling district continue to vote at Warfield Community 
centre. 

4) Voters in the unchanged ‘WQ’ polling district continue to vote at Warfield 
Community centre. 

 

4 BT & BW Wildridings and Central 

Following the decision by the Kerith Centre to no longer host the polling station for 
the ‘BT’ polling district, Officers undertook visits to a number of potential locations. 
These included: Bracknell Football Club, Bracknell Town Council offices, Bracknell 
Library, Langley Hall on the Ring Road, St John’s Ambulance Hall on Crowthorne 
Road North and the former Magistrates Court. 

The difficulties around providing free car parking at any replacement venue were 
heavily considered by Officers when evaluating the suitability of each potential 
location. However, since the redevelopment and opening of the new town centre the 
availability of free car parking in the town centre has been considerably reduced. 



Useful discussions were held with staff at Bracknell Library.  Some revision to the 
layout of the basement area of the building is scheduled to be undertaken in the 
coming year and Officers will revisit the building after the completion of the changes 
to evaluate whether it could be a future long term polling station for the town centre 
polling district. 

Having considered the various sites, Officers believe that the best present location 
would be the former magistrate’s court.  It has been established with the Police that 
on polling day that polling staff can park in the police station car park, ensuring that 
staff only undertake a short walk with ballot box(es) and associated equipment. While 
there is no free car parking for electors nearby  

Officers have noted that additional external lighting will be required to illuminate the 
path leading to the access and egress point for voters located at the side of the 
former magistrate’s court and these will be provided.   

4.1 Returning Officer’s Recommendations:  

1) For the 2019 local elections it is recommended that the former Magistrates Court 
be designated as the polling station for ‘BT’ electors.  

2) For all subsequent polls it is proposed to designate Bracknell Library as the polling 
station, subject to a re-evaluation after planned renovation work. 

 

 


